
those general measures which the united interests of America
may from time to time requirc."
A call was also issued for a convention of delegates from

the countics ofVirginia to considcr matters of interest to the
colony and to appoint delegates to the Congrcss at Philadcl- ,

phia. A paper was passed by this convention setting forth
the gricvanccs of the colony and carnestly urging concerted
action on the part of the colonies. They wcrc carcful, how¬
ever, in this paper to express in strong langtfage their loyalty
to King George the Third, "our lawful and rightful sovcrcign,"
plcdging him with thelr lives and fortuncs, support in the legal
cxcrcisc of all his just rights and prerogatives. This conven¬

tion a'djourncd on Saturday, August 6th, and Mr. Henry im- ".

mediately took up his journey to the meeting of the first Con-
tincntal Congrcss. Hc .stopped ovcrnight at Mt. Vernon and

enjoyed the hospitality and counsel of George Washington,
and next day continucd his journey to Philadclphia, having as

his fcllow-travclc'rs Washington and Edmun'd Pcndleton.
Ouite a number of the delegates to the Contincntal Congrcss
had already arrive'd. The account of the times indicatc great,
interest on the part of the delegates in making the acquainf-
auce of each other.

,

The convention was organized on the 5th day of September,
with Pcyton Randolph, of Virginia, as president, and a Mr.

Thompson, of Philadelphia, as secretary. Mr. Henry was a

most activc factor in all the work of this convention, scrving
on all of its most prominent committees, but there seems to be
small ground for the assertion that the convention was at any
time overawed with the majesty of his speech and cloqucnce.
The real facts concerning Mr. Henry's rclation to this conven¬

tion do not warrant the statement which is made by Mr. Jef¬
ferson many years after the meeting of this convention, "that
the superior powers of Patrick Henry wcrc manifest only in

Vicbate, and that he and Richard llenry Lcc took the undis-
putcd lead in the Asscmbly during the first 'days of the ses¬

sion while general gricvanccs wcrc the topic, and that both of
them were complctely thrown in tbe. shade whcn called down
from the hcights of dcclamation to that sevcrcr test of intclli-
gent cxccllcncc, the details of business." Mr. Jcffcr,son
throughout seems to have been at special pains to make the

impression that Mr. Henry's ability coiisistcd only and solcly
in his power oLdeclamation, when the real truth is that in all
the different conventions in which be met, and in all the con¬

ferences held during these exciting times his services as a wisc
and far-sccing statcsman wcrc called more into requisition
than the use of his gifts as a speaker and orator. The fact that
in all the committees into whosc hands were committcd mat¬
ters of most practical importancc, Mr. Henry was a member,
is a very clcar indication of the cstcem in which hc was held
by those bodics.

On Mon'day, the 20th of March, 1775, the second Revolu-
tionary Convention of Virginia asscmbled in old St. John's
Church, Richmond, Va. lt was pcrhaps at this convention
'that Mr. Henry's cloqucnce reached its loftiest plane. It
was his,specch made on a rcsolution rccommending the inimc-
'diate raising of a military force, setting forth the fact that such
a force would rendcr it unnecessary for the mother country to

keep any standing army, and further setting forth the fact that
such a force seemed to be peculiarly necessary at that junc-
turc for the protection and defensc of the country, and in order
to securc incstimablc rights and liberties from the further vio-
lence with which they wcrc threatened; and finally, that the
colony be put immediatcly into a posturc of defensc, and
that a committee, bc appointcd to prcparc a pian for arming
and disciplining such a number of. men as might be sufficient
for that purpose. Thcrc was really nothing startlingly new in
the general import of these resolutions, for not only in Vir¬
ginia, but throughiut wcll-nigh all the colonies, just such mili¬
tary steps had bcen taken. It lias been said that these resolu¬
tions, so far from being prcmature, wcrc rather tardy. It is
altogether probable that the only point of disagreement was

the urgency and prccipitancy of Mr. Henry's rcsolution. The
conservative Virginian was unwilling to give up the hope that
thcrc might be some final and pcaccful adjustment of diffi-
cultics madc with England, and the startling thing in these
resolutions and in Mr. Henry's speech made in their support
was that hc had unmistakably given up all hope of any pcacc¬
ful adjustment, dcclaring cssentially that the war had already
begun and the exigencics called no longer for debatc or pcti-
tion or protest, but for immediate bclligcrent action.

It will be quite impo.ssible to give here anything like an

adequate description of this supe'rlativc uttcrance of the great
commoncr. It Ls seriously to bc doubtcd whether on any oc-

casion a sublimcr height was ever attained by any orator.
The rcsolution, in spite of the opposition of wisc and good

nictij was passed, and the committee called for was appointcd,
and Mr. Henry was made chairman. Associated with him
were Richard Henry Lee, Nicholas, Harrison, Riddick, Wash¬
ington, Stevens, Lewis, Christian, Pcndleton, Jefferson and
iZanc.

It took the committee only one day to prcparc its pian for
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enlisting, arming and disciplining lhc mililia, and after laying
over for one day for some altcration, thc report of thc com¬

mittee was unanimously adopted. Thc convention adjourncd
on the 27th of March.

About one month after thc meeting of this convention, on

thc night of the 20th of April, 1775, a detachment of marines
from an English schooncr, thc Magdalen, visite'd the maga-
zine in Williamsburg, which was thc public storchousc for gun¬
powder and arms, and carricd away fiftecn barrels of gun¬
powder and storcd them on their own vcsscl. Thc news of
this deprcdation sprcad with alarining rapidity throughout the
colony, and four days aftcrward a company at Frcdcricksburg
notificd their colonel, George Washiifgton, that they were

ready Avilh many other bodies of men to appcar in support of¬
the honor of Virginia, and at his command Avould set out for
Williamsburg. From othcr countics there came similar mes-

sages to Washington. It had been determincd on the 29th
as thc day fixed for thc march upon Williamsburg. On that
day one hundred and two gentlcmcn, rcprescnting thc fourteen
companics that had offered their services, met for a confercnce,
and after considcring a letter from Pcyton Randolph assuring
them that the affair of the gunpowder Avould be satisfactorily
arranged, came to thc conclusion that they Avould proceed no
further at that time, but pledged themselves, hoAvcver, that
.they hold themselves "in readincss to rcassemble and by force
of arms to defend the laAV, the liberty and the rights of this
or any other sister colony from unjust and Avicked invasion."

Mr. Henry, avIio had been a close obscrvcr of these exciting
events from his home in Hanover county, Avas greatly disap-
pointcd that more aggressivc steps Avere not taken. It seemed
to him Avise that an immediatc bloAV should bc ,struck, and thc
people needed to bc rcassurcd of their OAvn strength by some
ovcrt act of Avar. He rcsoh'cd that hc himself would take the
fidd and lead in lhc delivering of such a blow. He rcquestcd,
thcrcfor.e, that the companics of his own county meet him in
arms at Newcastle, on thc 2d of May, on business of the high-
cst imp'ortance to Americsfh liberty. With this company he
also asked the prcscncc of'the county committee. When the
meeting Avas held hc strongly urged that immediate action
should bc taken to march on the capital and cithcr to rccover
the gunpowder or procure its cquivalent. Thc officcr in im¬
mediatc command resigned, and Mr. Henry was put in charge
of thc proposed cxpedition. Many Avise and conscrvatiA'e, and
even patriotic, men were greatly distressed at this precipitate
pioccdure, and sent urgent messages asking Mr. Henry that
he rcturhhome. On the other hand, so greatly stirred Avere
the people that five thousand men from various quarters
sprang to arms and sought- to become members of Ihe cxpedi¬
tion marGhing on Williamsburg.

At Williamsburg great consternation was felt, and the Gov-
ernor's family Avas sent out of thc city to a place of safcty.
An appeal was made to the commander of thc English ship
f,or iraaagdiate assislance against an invasion that threatcned
Lord Dunmore Witlran attack at daybrcak at his palace at Wil¬
liamsburg. Before the final isstic Avas made, however, Gov-
e:nor Dunmore concludcd that something had better be done
to propitiate the iratc Henry. Pie accordingly scnt- a mes-

senger to Mr. Henry bcaring a sum of money amotinting to
£330, as compensation for the gunpowder which had been
taken from thc magazine. Thc object for which the cxpedi¬
tion had gonc out having been accomplishcd, there was noth¬
ing to do but that the forces should separatc and return to
their respective homes..

On thc 1,8th of May Patrick. Henry took his place among
the delegates to the second Continental Conpress, and rc¬
maincd in attendance from thc first scssion of thc conyention
until its final adjoumment on August ist. In this convention,
.as in the former one, Mr. Henry seems to have been most ac-

tive in all thc practical Avork of the body. In the accounts of
this convention there is again to be discoA'crcd^. 'jvide discrep-


